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MARIN CLEAN ENERGY AND SENIORS  
How Marin Clean Energy Could Impact Seniors  

 
 

 
 

This document provides information in response to numerous questions submitted regarding how Marin 
Clean Energy could affect seniors in Marin County.  While not comprehensive, this document highlights some of 
the ways in which Marin Clean Energy could be crafted to care for seniors who fail to be covered by existing 
federal, state or utility-administered programs.  Ultimately, all decisions regarding what incentives, benefits, or 
special tariffs for seniors will be adopted – if any – will be at the discretion of the new Marin Clean Energy Board.  
For an overview or more comprehensive information on Marin Clean Energy, please visit the website at 
www.marincleanenergy.info. 
 
What is Marin Clean Energy?  

 
Marin Clean Energy (MCE) is a plan to create a new green power agency in Marin County. Under MCE, 

Marin County cities and towns would form an agency which would buy renewable power collectively directly, 
while PG&E would continue to be responsible for the transmission lines, billing and other duties. Customers who 
wish to remain with PG&E may do so. 

 
MCE would allow Marin’s homes and businesses to choose non-polluting renewable energy, lower 

greenhouse gas emissions, reduce dependence on imported fossil fuel, foster development of local clean distributed 
power such as solar, and protect homes and businesses from volatile fossil fuel prices. 

 
Marin’s Seniors Have Faced Historic Rising Energy Costs 

 
Many seniors live in older homes with less insulation and older, less efficient appliances. Many have fixed 

incomes, even if they do own their own home. Medical needs can make it difficult for many to cut back on their 
energy use. Thus, seniors are often the most affected by rising energy costs.   
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Unfortunately, many seniors living in Marin County fail to qualify for existing assistance federal, state and 
utility assistance programs. For example:  

·  A senior woman in her mid-80s earning $31,000 per year would be excluded from any bill 
discounts under the CARE program.  

·  Another program, FERA, provides rate discounts only to low income households of three or more 
people.  

·  The federal LIHEAP and PG&E’s own REACH programs provide only one-time bill payments.  

·  Another federal program, LIEE, provides no-cost energy efficiency measures – but a one or two 
person household must earn less than $30,500 to qualify.  

 

How Can MCE Help Seniors in Marin County?  

 

Communities participating in Marin Clean Energy would have the ability to design local programs and 
special tariffs to help seniors in their communities. While existing assistance programs for seniors would continue 
to be offered, the MCE governing board could create its own unique assistance programs to help residents that 
have fallen through the cracks under the current programs.   

MCE-administered programs to reduce energy costs for seniors could include:  

·  Creating a discounted tariff for seniors on limited fixed income who don’t qualify under current programs 
·  Expanded weatherization, energy efficiency and demand response services to lower bills while improving 

comfort 
·  Integrating programs with local agencies and non-profits serving the senior community to better identify 

and serve those households in need 
·  Integrating services with water agency programs to more cost-effectively deliver resource conserving 

measures and for even greater reduction in household costs.   
·  Expanded services and subsidies for use of renewable resources including onsite solar water heating and 

generation.  
·  Additional outreach to seniors to explain their bill and optional programs available to them. 


